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11T Bombay Best Technical Institute in India: Quacquarelli
Symonds

http://profit.ndtv.com/news/careers/article-iit-bombay-best-technical-institute-in-india-quacquarelli-symonds-759294

New Delhi: IIT Bombay has emerged as the best technical institute in India and one among the top 100 worldwide
according to subject-wise ranking by Quacquarelli Symonds (QS), a leading world university ranking agency.

Delhi University topped the 20 leading Indian varsities which featured in the ranking list, bagging the 17th position in the
world for its performance in Development Studies, as per QS University World Rankings by Subject released on
Wednesday.

Nine Indian institutions are listed in the top 100 within nine disciplines, a statement issued by the agency said.

"Indian universities display increased international competitiveness in the top 100 with a stronger presence across the
subjects," it said.

According to the ranking list, IIT Bombay is the most prevalent Indian institute, appearing in the top 100 for eight
subjects - Statistics and Operational Research; Material Science; Mechanical, Aeronautical & Manufacturing Engineering;
Electrical and Electronic Engineering; Civil and Structural Engineering; Chemical Engineering; Computer Science and
Information System; Art and Design.

"[IT Delhi appears in the top 100 for Civil and Structural Engineering, Electrical & Electronic Engineering, Mechanical
Aeronautical and Manufacturing Engineering and Computer Science and Information System," the statement said.

In Art and Design, Shanmugha Arts Science Technology and Research Academy in Thanjavur has been ranked among the
top 100, while Indian Institute of Science is in the top 100 for Material Science and Electrical & Electronic Engineering.

Also in the top 100 is the IIT Kharagpur within Material Science, Civil and Structural Engineering, Electrical and Electronic
Engineering, and Mechanical Engineering.

The IIT Madras ranks in the top 100 within the disciplines of Mechanical, Engineering, Electrical and Electronic
Engineering and Civil and Structural Engineering.

QS World University Rankings are annual university rankings published by British Quacquarelli Symonds (QS). This is the
fifth QS World University Rankings by Subject.

"India secures 107 places across the 36 subject tables, including the six new disciplines for 2015 - Architecture, Arts and
Design, Business Studies, Dentistry, Development Studies and Veterinary Science," the statement said.

"Of those places, 37 have moved downwards compared to 2014, 44 have maintained the same position, seven have
gone up and 19 are new entries," it added.

On DU's ranking, the university's spokesperson Malay Neerav said, "This is a reflection of the progress made by DU in
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last four years where it has been continuously ranked number one among Indian universities and our rankings have
improved in several disciplines. We are committed to securing a better ranking in future".

11'T-G slips in ranking

Basant Kumar Mohanty
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1150430/jsp/frontpage/story 17510.jsp#.VVUJ3Z C21y0

New Delhi, April 29: IIT Guwahati has slipped from its last year's 87th rank and failed to find a place among
the top 100 institutions this year in a ranking by a London-based agency. This follows a drop in citation score,
which is a measure of research output.

The Times Higher Education (THE) ranking of top under-50 institutions released today placed the 11T between
110 and 120, if the ranking table is extended. After 100, THE does not give individual ranking.

Just two Indian universities had qualified for the ranking - 11T Guwahati and Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU) - last year. If the ranking table extended beyond 100 this year, JNU would be placed between 100 and
110, a better position than IIT Guwahati.

IIT Guwabhati director Professor Gautam Biswas said citation was not under the control of the institute. He said
the research output of the institute has increased.

Citation refers to work of faculty cited by another faculty in a research paper published in a peer review journal.

The older 11Ts were not included under this ranking since they are more than 50 years old. Some of the other
universities were excluded for publishing too few publications each year.

THE's Under-50 ranking highlights the new breed of global universities with the potential of becoming the next
generation's Harvard or Oxford.

Eight nations make the top 10, including Switzerland, the Netherlands, France, the UK and the US. The US,
which dominates the traditional global rankings, has seven top 100 universities, the same number as Germany.

Brazil has one representative, but there's no room in the rankings for the other BRICS - Russia, India, mainland
China and South Africa. Morocco, Iran, Macau and Greece also make the top 100.

The ranking has been prepared on basis of 13 criteria. They are teaching, staff-to-student ratio, PhDs verses
undergraduate degrees awarded, PhDs verses academic staff, institutional income verses academic staff,
research volume, income from research and reputation of research, average citations per paper, international
students, international academic staff and scholarly papers with one or more international co-authors and
industry collaboration.

Switzerland's Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne has moved from second place last year to number one
position this year, pushing South Korea's Pohang University of Science and Technology to second place.

Phil Baty, THE's rankings editor, said some of the institutions ranked among the top under-50 have achieved in
a matter of decades what some older institutions have taken centuries to do.

"Without the trappings of tradition, the accumulated wealth or the generations of alumni to act as brand
ambassadors, these youngsters have been able to make a big impression in a short space of time. They serve as
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powerful examples for others to follow."

THE also publishes a separate World Universities Ranking (WUR) where the institutions irrespective of their
age participate. In that list, Punjab University and Indian Institute of Sciences (11Sc) Bangalore were placed

between 275 and 300.
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HRD Ministry formulates joint seat allocation authority for
admissions to 11 Ts, NITs and HH1Ts

http://www.prepsure.com/news/hrd-ministry-formulates-joint-seat-allocation-authority-for-admissions-to-iits-
nits-and-iiits/

The Human Resource Development Ministry has formulated a joint seat allocation authority for admissions to
HITs, NITs and 1ITs. This would lead the 80 11Ts, NITs, I11Ts and other centrally funded technical institutions,
with more than 32,000 seats across the country, to be available on one common platform for students. A
meeting is scheduled by the end of this week for brainstorming on details for releasing the official notification.
Another major change is that all the courses would be offered online instead of individual process by these
institutes. National Informatics Centre (NIC) is to host the site for online joint seat allocation.

“A joint seat allocation process will save time for students and will ensure there are not many vacancies in
premier institutions. Since the process does not allow any student to take more than one seat, there is no fear of
students blocking seats,” said an IIT professor.

The process would take into consideration multiple rank lists and which would be based on merit and choices
given by students. A student can select as many options as possible from all 81 institutes.

In August 2014, the Delhi HC had ordered that common counselling should be implemented from the academic
year 2015-16. It gave the verdict based on a PIL that was filed in 2010 which brought to light the fact that a
number of precious engineering seats are left vacant because students choose one of the seats offered to them in
JEE Main counselling and JEE Advanced counselling. Till now, the counselling process of NITs and 1ITs is
completely separate and hence, if a student is offered a seat at an IIT and an NIT and student chooses one of
them, the other seat is left vacant.

Ministry of Human Resource Development (HRD Ministry) counsel Additional Solicitor General Sanjay Jain
also told the court that the National Informatics Center (NIC), which was responsible for the development of the
synchronised counselling software.

[1'T-B students to create new think tank for education policies

http://www.hindustantimes.com/mumbai/new-think-tank-at-iit-b-for-education-policies/article1-1342297.aspx

In a first, students of Indian Institute of Technology-Bombay (I1T-B) are set to create a think tank that will
research and come up with suggestions on education policies announced by the ministry of human resource
development (MHRD).

The idea for the student body was formed last month, after PhD and post-graduate students across I1Ts protested
against low stipends, forcing the ministry to revise them.

"After the success of the stipend protests, we realised that despite being the most affected by education polices
and decisions, students have very little say in them,” Niranjan Thakurdesai, a final-year student at I1T-B.

The think-tank will initially focus on education-related policies and may later on expand to other fields like
energy and finance. Three leaders will act as representatives to the core committee. "Every think-tank leader
will have three coordinators to collect data required for the topic of study,” Thakurdesai said.
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Proposals for suggestions and changes in the policies and reform will be regularly sent to the HRD ministry.

The general secretary of academic affairs at I1T-B will chair the core committee and ensure smooth functioning
of the group, while the general secretary of hostel affairs at the Institute will seek national and international
collaborations to develop the policy-making skills of students through the international relations cell at I11T-B.

The team will collaborate with other I1Ts, facilitate technical projects and generate referendums for analysing
issues and making proposals.

"We are in the process of filing out applications for those who want to be a part of the think tank. Interviews for
the core committee and coordinators will happen soon after,” said Thakurdesai.

Permissions and suggestions have been sought from the dean of students' affairs at I1T-B, Urjit Yajnik for the
proposed student think-tank. "'l am happy that students have taken such an initiative to be part of policy making.
Student involvement in policy is crucial and 1IT-B is perhaps one of the first to do so,” Yajnik said.

Smriti Irani defends appointment of Vice Chancellors by UPA
govt

http://zeenews.india.com/news/india/smriti-irani-defends-appointment-of-vice-chancellors-by-upa-
govt 1587084.html

New Delhi: Government Wednesday steered clear of getting into any controversy over the appointment of some
Vice Chancellors by the UPA government, saying they were selected by Search and Selection Committees and
any comment on them would go against the autonomy of the universities.

During Question Hour in Lok Sabha, HRD Minister Smriti Irani defended the appointments after a BJP member
questioned the selection of army and IAS officers as Vice Chancellors.

In an apparent reference to the appointment of Lt Gen (Retd) Zameeruddin Shah as the Aligarh Muslim
University's VC, Irani said the appointment was made by the UPA government and "if in a democracy, the
appointment is made by the Search and Selection Committee", then it should be accepted.

"Any comment would not be good due to the autonomy enjoyed by the central universities," she said, replying
to questions.

Under the BJP government, there has been an increase of 55 per cent in fellowships and an estimated 80,000
people had benefitted from it, she claimed.

Irani also said the government had taken measures to fill up vacancies in central universities, adding that the
UGC had advised state governments to appoint teachers against existing vacancies.

Her remarks came after members expressed concern over large number of vacant teaching posts in various
institutions.
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Smriti Irani to Rajya Sabha: UGC taking action against
blacklisted universities

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/smriti-irani-tells-rajya-sabha-about-ugc-action-against-fake-
universities/1/432768.html

The Human Resource Development (HRD) minister Smriti Irani has stated in the Rajya Sabha that the
University Grants Commission (UGC) is making efforts in dealing with the issue of fake universities. The UGC
has identified 21 fake universities across the country. These universities are carrying out their functions in
violation of the UGC Act, 1956.

According to investigations by the UGC, these 21 universities are running several undergraduate and
postgraduate programmes which are not accredited from either the state, central, UGC or any other authority
capable of granting accreditation. These institutions do not have the capacity to award any degrees.

In her communication to the Rajya Sabha, Smriti Irani has mentioned the steps taken by the UGC in order to
resolve the problem of fake universities in different parts of the country. ]

e The UGC has published a list of fake universities on its website

« It has informed all the unrecognised universities that any misleading advertisements by them will lead to
legal action under the IPC and UGC Act and others. Few cases against the unapproved universities have
already been filed by the UGC

o The UGC will defend the cases against fake universities in the courts. However, any action against such
universities can only be taken by the state governments and local authorities

e The UGC has sent notices to the heads of these universities, asking them to close down the universities
with immediate effect. It has also sent reminder letters to the education secretaries of states for taking
action against the unrecognised universities

Earlier this month, the Human Resource Development (HRD) Ministry had rejected the University Grants
Commission's (UGC) proposal to clear 34 out of 44 deemed universities from the blacklist.

These 44 universities had been blacklisted in 2009, by the Tandon Committee set up under the then HRD
Minister Kapil Sibal. The committee found that these universities were lacking in the quality of education as
well as the infrastructure that they provided. It said that they are unfit for recognition and awarding degrees.
Only three out of these 44 universities voluntarily surrendered their deemed status and established themselves
as institutes. The remaining varsities, however, moved court against the committee's report.

Recently, UGC also prepared its reports regarding the conditions of the remaining 41 universities. And
according to its investigations 34 out of the 41 universities deserve to hold the deemed status.

As both the reports had inspected, the universities based on different parameters and the results of both
commissions are entirely different, a bench led by Justice Dipak Misra had ordered the HRD Ministry to find
out the validity of the two reports; and formulate uniform guidelines for conducting such inspections.
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1 T-B wins National Intellectual Property awards in two
categories

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/IIT-B-wins-National-Intellectual-Property-awards-in-two-
categories/articleshow/47083563.cms?

MUMBAI: lIT-Bombay won the National Intellectual Property awards for 2015 in two categories. It won the top Indian
academic institution for patents, best commercialization of patents based in India and the WIPO Users trophy. The
award was presented by minister of commerce and industry, Nirmala Sitharaman, to Devang Khakhar, IIT-B director,
Prasanna M Mujumdar, dean (research and development) and Padma Satish, chief technical officer, at an event
organised by the Confederation of Indian Industry (Cll) and the Indian Patents Office (IPO), last week in New Delhi.

The Indian intellectual property office in the Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion of the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry, Government of India, confers the annual IP awards on outstanding innovators, organizations and
companies in the field of patents, designs, trademarks and geographical indications on the occasion of World IP Day
every year.

Khakhar said, "With more than 55% of the student strength of 9,800 enrolled for post graduate programmes and the
establishment of high end research and development infrastructure, the research output of the institute is sizeable in
terms of generation of new knowledge, know-how and intellectual property. We have been steadily refining policies,
processes, mechanisms and incentives to promote R&D amongst our faculty, students and staff." IT Bombay received a
cash prize of Rs.2 lakhs for winning the award in two categories.
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April 28

Only prez can remove IIT director, says board

Hindustan Times (Jaipur)

FOUR FACULTY MEMBERS WOULD BE APPOINTED IN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS AND POST OF
SENIOR PROFESSOR WOULD BE FILLED

JODHPUR: The Board of Governors ( BoG) of Indian Institute of Technology ( I1'T) on Monday clarified, on
the demand by the students, that BoG has no right to remove the director of IIT. The right lies only with the
President of India.

Members of BoG held long talks over all aspects on the issue with students and faculty members.

Chairman of BoG, Govardhan Metha, while speaking to mediapersons, said in view of the protest being carried
out by IIT students since March 31, a meeting of the members of BoG was called. A long discussion with the
students and faculty members on their respective demands was held before this meeting, Metha said. The
members of BoG took positive decisions on all demands.

Metha said that the director of lIT is himself a member of BoG and added, “BoG, in such condition, cannot take
decision to remove its own member.” The decision to remove the director of IIT can only be taken by the
President of India, Metha said.

He said that all other demands of the students have been accepted. Metha said that the library, as per the
demand, would now remain open till 12 midnight.

Four faculty members would also be appointed in the next few months and that the vacant posts of senior
professor would also be filled soon, he said.

Labs in the institute, which had been closed earlier, would also be reopened soon, Metha said. Entrepreneurs
and private individuals would also be allowed in these labs so that extra income can be earned, he added.

Metha also said that the 1T senate is likely to take a decision on reopening of system science course that had
been closed in the institute for long. He said BoG would send a proposal on reopening of system science course
to the Senate.

Metha also said that the amendments would also be made in code of conduct of the students but it would be
done with the trust of the students. He added that that construction work of IIT buildings is also underway at
progress on Nagour Road and research work in this new building is likely to be started by July 2015.

The classes of 40 to 50 students would also be conducted very soon. By July 2016, IIT Jodhpur would be
functional in the new building and premises.

Meanwhile, students claimed that they are disappointed at the decisions of BoG. The students said they would
not give up their demand of removal of director and would head to Delhi on May 2 with their demand. The
students said they would explain to the President the ground level at 11T Jodhpur.

The students were demanding the ouster of institute director CVR Murti as they allege that he is responsible for
termination of the services of many faculty members after assuming charge.
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Govt not saffronising education: Irani

Defends scrappingﬁ‘qf-.ltFXlJP‘

PNS B NEW DELHI

Rejectlns‘ :llegtions of 191\
Op on MPs on Sangh TMC

Parivar’s influence and saffro-
nisation of education, Union
Human Resource

Minister Smriti Irani on
Monday said the Centre was
bound to act by the
Constitution and accused peo-
ple from certain sections of

unl malicious propa-
ganda a her.

_ Replying to the debate on
Demands for Grants for the

HRD. Ministry in the Lok
Sabha, which mostly witnessed
arguments and counter-argu-
ments vclllet?ul;dPs.fol_mnl made a
§ ce for scra
Fm and asking IITs tg E:E
her advise on MoUs.
.. In her reply, which lasted
more e:lhm 0 imlnutei. she
rejected charges st her
tl\le Opposition for lnt:z
fering in academic appoint-
ments and accused the UPA
Government’s tenure for

favourtsm in such apppint-

Opposition for
of appointing
ars to academic bodies, sa)
many of them are associ;
xlutnhthel,eﬁdeongtmns

Sugata Bose, drawing sharp
reaction from his party mem-
bemlg demanded an apolo-

was -
SRR
their claims of appointing peo-

ple with “saffron” ideology to
the Indian Council of

~ Historical Research (ICHR),

she said scholars like Purabi
Roy, associated with CPI, and
Sacchidananda Sahai, a close
associate of Congress leader
Santosh Mohan Dev (father of
Sushmita Dev), too were
appointed to the body. 3

=
4

Replying to the debate on Demands for Grants for the HRD Ministry in the
Lok Sabha, Smrriti Irani said that spending in education during the Narendra Modi
Government is more than the previous UPA regime. She also attacked the Opposition
for accusing her of appointing Hindutva scholars to academic bodies, saying
many of them are associated with the Left and Congress as well

She strongly defended her
decision to intervene in Delhi

gn;versit s Four-Year
ndergraduate Programme
(FYUP).

“This was not approved by
the President. The e
would have pmdum
students each year with degrees
without any worth. Had they

been on the streets, were we
ready to meet that situation? If
1 have protected their future,
why are they hurt?” she asked,
taking a dig at leaders of some
Opposition parties.

Responding to charges that
Government was interfering
with MoUs bd?ﬁ-sﬂf‘ed by
institutions like ITTS, she won-
dered why the UPA
Government was silent when
the Delhi IIT had signed an

agreement to open a campus in

Mauritius using “taxpayers’
money.” She only went by the
law by Parliament, she
said. Trinamool Congress
members vehemently protest-
ed Iranis jibes at Bose and
dananf:red that sllix; express
regret for point ﬁmrat
him during h:?smpl{ ch,
TMC leader Saugata Roy said,
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was “just not acceptable”. Irani
rejected the demand and said
“aspersions were made, doubts
cast and snide remarks” made
against her and “there is no
question of an apology”
Terming her reply as
“combative and aggressive”,
Roy said it was due to the pres-
sure she was facing within her
party. Bose said he was not
treated in such a manner ear-

lier and added that he in his
speech had only pointed out
tgat the HRD try should

have shown a “modicum of-
respect” for noted experts,
referring to the reported res-
ignation of nuclear scientist
Anil Kakodkar as the head of
Board of Governors of IIT
Mumbai. He was reportedly
persuaded to stay on.

She accused Bose, a well-
knowu:: hll{storiu‘;.y ort;;::'irsl“d-
ing” the House ing to
Kiodhr‘s resignation say-
ing heakv:;s g’ 1 worké:\gt._

espon to the deman
m members, she said she
will try to increase Kendriya
Vidyalaya admission
“coupons” for MPs from the
present six to ten,



